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“With God all things are possible” 
      --Matthew 19:26 
 
 

           Thoughts from the Pastor’s Pen 

 In June, a couple and their young daughter went to a wedding held in a very 

large church with beautiful and descriptive stained glass windows.  As they 

waited for the service to begin, their daughter looked around the church and was 
impressed by the windows.  She began to ask her parents about them.  It was 

clear that the windows contained many pictures of people.  “Who are those 

people in the windows?” the little girl asked.  Her mother told her they were 
pictures of saints.  Naturally, the child asked, “Who are saints?”  Before the 

mother answered the service began.  The little girl continued to look at the 

windows and after the service she announced to her mother, “I know who saints 
are.”  “You do?” said the mother. “Yes.  They are people through which God’s sun 

shines through.” 

 Children sometimes give us very insightful answers.  Saints are those who 

let God’s light shine through them.  That’s what we are called to do in this world 
of suffering, pain, injury, and struggle.  Matthew writes:  “You’re here to be light, 

bringing out God’s colors in the world.  God is not a secret to be kept.  We’re 

going public with this—as public as a city on a hill.  If I make you light bearers, 
you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you?  I’m putting you 

on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine!  Keep an open house; be generous with 

your lives.  By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God. 
   

Pastor Roy 
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Worship Schedule & Events 

 

 
**On the 12 Sundays beginning on September 2nd and continuing to Advent, 

Pastor Lewis will be preaching on the Book of Genesis.  Take time to read 

this first book of the Bible as it presents the foundation issues for living as 
God’s people. 

 

September 29:  Blessing of the Animals will be held this year on Saturday, 

September 29 at 10:00am.  All animals are welcome to this special service of 
blessing.  God has placed animals in this world and they often become our faithful 

and loving companions.  This is an opportunity to recognize their importance in 

our lives and to ask God’s blessing upon them. 
 

October 7:  This Sunday, we will have the pleasure of hearing our message by our 

Lay Leader, Jim Murray.  This is one Sunday you won’t want to miss!   
 

October 17:  On this date we will join with Solebury Church and Penn’s Park 

United Methodist church for a “cluster” Charge Conference.  The Charge 
Conference is an opportunity to reflect on where we have been this year and look 

to where we are going as a church. 

 
BIBLE STUDY:  You are welcome to join us for an ongoing Bible Study on 

Thursday mornings at 10:00am.  The group will begin on September 13 and we 

will be studying the Gospel of John.  This is an exciting book which helps us grow 

spiritually.    
 

MEMBERSHIP CLASS:  Some people have indicated that they would like to 

become members of the Lahaska United Methodist Church.  We welcome you and 
will plan to meet for 3 meetings in September.  If you are interested, please talk to 

Pastor Lewis so that the specific dates can be set and the group can get together.  

This is an opportunity to learn more about the United Methodist Church and 
especially the mission and ministry of Lahaska UMC.  We are called of Christ to be 

a community of faith and all are welcomed. 

 
ADVENT BOOKLET:  Last year, many of you added to the spiritual depth of the 

advent season by writing a page in our Advent booklet.  This Advent season, I’d 

like to make available to us all a Daily Devotional Booklet for Advent.  I would like 

to invite you to write a story, share a poem, a thought, a message, or something 
humorous that you created, heard, or read.  The theme this year is: “Christmas 

Joys: Christ Born in Us”.  Please keep the material to 150-200 words, however, 

you may write more than one.  Send the material to Mary Nichols at 
shrekky@comcast.net before November 11th. 

 

mailto:shrekky@comcast.net
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Reflections for the Congregation:  We need your help.  Over the last year we 

shared a lot of joys and concerns about Lahaska Church in our Cottage Meetings.  
Now we need to take this information and reflect on where we need to go as a 

congregation.  I would ask you to pray about this and help you reflect.  Please 

speak to Jim Murray if you feel called to help us reflect on where Christ is leading 
us as a congregation. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Remember, think about what Sunday would be a good Sunday for you to place FLOWERS 
on the altar.  Be sure to sign up on the Flower Calendar in the Narthex.  Cost is $35.00, 
payable to Lahaska United Methodist Church.  Flowers are provided by Carousel Flowers in 
Doylestown.  Special envelopes are provided marked, “Flowers” for your payment.  Our 
Flower committee is chaired by Grace Bedine and Lillian Porter.  
  **Anyone signing up for flowers on a particular Sunday can take them home 
after the Sunday service that day. 

 
 

Sunday School Information 

 

**We look forward to seeing all of the children’s smiling faces every Sunday morning 

for our classes!   Just a reminder, we ask that each child attending Sunday School to 

donate $1.00 each week towards the cost of materials.  Thank you so much! 

 

*Sunday school classes will begin on Sunday, Sept. 9
th. 

 

Youth Group Info:   A youth group for LUMC is in the process of getting started.  This 

would be for children between the ages of 8 to 15.  Please contact Lee Irvin  

(lwi1997@comcast.net) if you are interested in helping out. 

        Lee Irvin, Sunday School Director 

******************************************************************************************** 

 

United Methodist Women Information 

 

 The following dates are for meetings and events of the UMW.  All women are 
welcome and encouraged to attend.  Upcoming meetings will be held in the church.  
Please bring a bag lunch.  Dessert and beverage will be provided.   
 

September 10:  Regular Meeting at the Church at 11:30am.    

  

September 24:  The Book Club will meet at Nancy Lewis’ home to discuss “Diva 

Principle”. 

mailto:lwi1997@comcast.net
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October 8:  Regular Meeting at the Church at 11:30am.   

 

ANNUAL FALL BAZAAR & CRAFT FAIR 

INFORMATION: 

 
CRAFTS ARE NEEDED!   

     Please contact Nancy Lewis at (215) 343-3610 to let her know a 

specific craft that you could make for the Fall Bazaar.  We need lots 

of crafts with a Christmas theme.  Please price the items that you 

make and donate for this accordingly. 

 

“Olde Family Treasure Table”: 

     This year at the Bazaar we are adding a table for special 

“antique” items.  If you can donate an item of some value (antique-

wise) for this table, please contact Ginnie Hall at (215) 297-8231 or 

Lillian Porter.  Please price your donated “family treasure” item 

accordingly. 

 

**Any item (crafts, rummage,”white elephant”, “family 

treasure”, etc.) that is being dropped off for the Fall 

Bazaar must be done on Sunday, October 28!  (If you 

have items to be dropped off beforehand and can’t make it on that day—

10/28/07—please contact Ginnie Hall or Sue Stotz.  
 

October 28:  “Bring Down Day” immediately following the church service. 

 

October 31: “Set Up Day” for Craft Fair/Bazaar  9:00am--?  HELP IS NEEDED! 

 

*NOVEMBER 3:  9:00am-4:00pm    ANNUAL FALL 

BAZAAR & CRAFT FAIR* 



September, 2007:        Covering the months of September, October, & November  

 5 

 

November 5:  “Take Down/ Clean Up Day  6:00pm--?  HELP IS NEEDED! 

 
*All ladies are welcome to attend meetings and activities of the United Methodist Women.  This is a 
great opportunity to know each other and share in the joy of serving Christ. 
        In Godõs Love, 
        Ginnie Hall, President of UMW 

 

 
************************************************************************************* 

TRUSTEES & ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 

INFORMATION 

 The Trustees of the United Lahaska Methodist Church oversee and are responsible for the 

church property.  They meet monthly and make decisions regarding our church home.  Paul 

Balderston is the President of the Trustees, and if you have any questions, concerns, or 

affirmations please let him know.  You are welcome to attend any of their meetings.   

 The Administrative Council is the governing body of our church.  They oversee the 

programs, finances, education, and committees of the church.  Jim Murray is the Lay Leader 

of the church and chairs the Administrative Council. His job is to manage the Church and 

work with the Pastor in providing and fulfilling our mission.  You are always welcome to 

attend any of these meetings.   

 

 

TRUSTEES & ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING DATES & TIMES:   

TRUSTEES MEET AT 7:00pm; ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL AT 7:45pm on these 

Wednesday evenings:  September 12, October 3, and November 7.  

********************************************************************************** 

 

    

MORE CHURCH NEWS/INFORMATION 

 

WEBSITE INFORMATION FOR: 

    www.lahaskachurch.com 

Please take a cyber visit to our newly created website for our church!  On it you will 

find all sorts of information for events and happenings of the church, pictures, and 

the Pastor’s letter, plus a “cyber copy” of this newsletter (and back issues) will also 

be posted!  We have entered the technology age!  Like to chat?  To join our Chat 

Room, please send an e-mail to church@lahaskachurch.com for your Chat Room 

password.  Spread the good news that Historical Lahaska United Methodist Church is 

on the Internet!  Send your suggestions and comments to church@lahaskachurch.com.   

 

http://www.lahaskachurch.com/
mailto:church@lahaskachurch.com
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Lahaska United Methodist Church: “Growing Families” 

òGrowing Familiesó is an informal group for families with newborns through elementary aged 

children (up to age 12) that meets the third Sunday of each month.  If you would like to 

receive e-mal updates about the group or would like more information, please contact Karen 

and Tom Hopkins at (215) 230-9343 or e-mail them at hop-n-red1@att.net for places and 

directions.  The schedule of special Growing Families events is as follows: 

 

Sunday, September 16:  11:00am at the church.  Bring the whole family to help make crafts 

for the Bazaar! 

 

October 21:  Harvest Party 11:30am at the Hopkins house.  Bring a luncheon dish to share 

and take part in some seasonal games!  R.S.V.P. needed by Oct. 14.  See the sign up sheet in 

the church lobby or call Karen at (215) 230-9343. 

 

A Host Family is needed for the November group (on or around Nov. 18).  Host 

families need to plan activity, possibly bring snacks, and set up and clean up.  Call Karen to 

volunteer.  The group will be canceled if there is no host family. 

 

 

Eagle Scout Project 

 

 During the summer of 2006, the church was contacted by a member of Boy Scout Troop 

#59, of Buckingham with a request that he be allowed to òmapó the cemetery at the church.  

The scoutõs name was William Burke, and he began the project during the cold winter months, 

finally completing it in March, 2007. 

 On July 29, 2007, William came to our morning worship service and presented Paul 

Balderston, President of the Board of Trustees, with a complete project book that he had 

prepared, and it included an index of all the graves, pictures of each headstone, and a CD 

with all the information that he had prepared during the project, on the CD. 

 After Willõs presentation to the church, Paul Balderston and Bob Stotz presented Will with a 

certificate of appreciation and congratulations for a job well done, attaining the rank of Eagle 

Scout. 

 

CHOIR NEWS 

 

“LET US PRAISE GOD WITH MAGNIFICENT MUSIC!”   Choir rehearsals will 

resume on Tuesday, September 11 at 7:30pm.  Come and join us!  

         Sincerely, 

       Ginnie Hall, Choir Director/Organist 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hop-n-red1@att.net
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Operation Helmet Update 

 We received a thank-you note from the Quakertown Moose for our very generous 

contribution of $975.00 towards Operation Helmet.  The letter read, òThrough donations 

such as yours and many others, we were able to exceed our goal of $35,00.00, and we raised 

over $37,000.00, which furnished much needed helmet liners for over 500 men and women 

soldiers.ó  Many thanks again to all who gave to this wonderful cause! 

        Sincerely, 

        Connie Hopkins   

 

 

A NOTE OF THANKS 

 

Dear Friends, 

 Thank you so much for your prayers, calls, and cards since the onset of my illness.  As I am 

still on my journey to wellness, I would appreciate your continued prayers.  I am also grateful 

for your prayers and concern for Ginnie during this time also. 

       God Bless you all, 

        Joe Hall 

          

 

Happy Birthdays to Celebrate! 

 

 
September: 11: Robert Phillips;  17: Victoria Kenderdine;  18: Lois Michitsch, Linda Dilks;  

25: Sara Stover, Ryan McGlynn;  27: George Miller, Tara Irvin;  28: Kathy 

Michitsch;  30: Sandra Schimpf. 
 
October: 4: Bob Yates; 6: Tom Hopkins, Jean Yates;  11: Michael Szymanek;  12: 

Mary Nichols; 17: Cora Geddes;  15: Joe Hall;  21: Robert Scampton;  22: 
Jane Kook;  25: Roy Lewis;  28: Mary Myers;  29: Jeremy Scampton.  

 

November: 4: Julie Bolitho;  6: Elsie Miller;  7: Michael Polito;  8: Roxana Strang;  17: 
Joe Weiss;  25: Inez Bing;  27: Jenna Scampton;  28: Dick Stover.   

 

  
  

**************************************************************** 
 

Lahaska Herald Laugh Lines 

Funny Interpretations! 

--My mother spent her early childhood saying, òHail Mary, full of grapesó 

--My son, who is in nursery school, said, òOur Father, who art in Heaven, how didja know 

my name?ó 
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--I remember thinking this prayer was, òGive us this day our jelly bread.ó 

 

--When my older brother was very young, he always walked up to the church altar with my 

mother when she took communion.  On one occasion, he tugged at her arm and asked, 

òWhat does the priest say when he gives you the bread?  Mom whispered something in his 

ear.  Imagine his shock many years later when he learned that the priest doesnõt say, òBe quiet 

until you get to your seat.ó  

********************************************************************************** 

 

A View from a Pew - The Body of Christ 

 

As a kid, I struggled over what I wanted to be when I grew up.  Even as 

an adult, I sometimes ask the same questionséwhat I was meant to 

beéwhat was I meant to do with my life?  Iôve found some great 

answers, Husband, Father. I canôt imagine what my life without Mary 

and Gil and Cal.   Being a husband and a father is a purpose and a calling 

that has changed my life for the better. It leads me on day after day 

through the good and the bad. Am I good at it? Well, you can ask my 

family but I know that I have room for improvement.   I've learned that 

asking and seeking for what to do with my life is a question that is never 

fully answered; I always can improve and do new things. Each day brings 

new opportunities.  It is good from time to time to consider our roles and 

purpose in our families, jobs and within the church.  

 

Whether we are aware of them or not, we have many roles that we play 

with our families and friends.  In the church, we are all called to a 

ministry. Do you know that you have a ministry based on your unique 

abilities and gifts? Yes, you do have a ministry. You are gifted with 

special skills or talents to perform that ministry.  Whatever it is, it is 

recognizing and acting on that calling and your unique gifts gives you a 

purpose in life.  

 

God has called every one of us to play a special role in Christôs church.  

This is explained in I Corinthians 12 by the imagery of the Church as the 

Body of Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:18-27  
18

 But in fact God has arranged the parts in the 

body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be.  
19

 If they were all 

one part, where would the body be?  
20

 As it is, there are many parts, but 

one body.  
21

 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the 

head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!"  
22

 On the contrary, those 
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parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,  
23

 and the 

parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And 

the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty,  
24

 

while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has 

combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the 

parts that lacked it,  
25

 so that there should be no division in the body, but 

that its parts should have equal concern for each other.  
26

 If one part 

suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part 

rejoices with it.  
27

 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you 

is a part of it. 

 

When we accepted Christ as our Lord and Savior, we became part of the 

Body of Christ. If you ever think you donôt have a particular placeéa 

roleé.a special giftéPERISH the thoughtéit just isnôt so!  Think you 

are too old and it has passed you byéNO WAY! Everyone has a special 

place and role in the Body. Do you think that any role that you play is not 

important? That is just not true according to what God said in I 

Corinthians. God says that those parts that may seem less important have 

more abundant honor.   It is not about comparing ourselves to one 

another and doing better than someone else. It is about living our own 

lives to their full potential based on our callingéour abilitieséour gifts. 

We are not in a competition with anyone but ourselves to be all that we 

can be.  

 

Romans 12:3-13  
3
 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: 

Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of 

yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith 

God has given you.  
4
 Just as each of us has one body with many 

members, and these members do not all have the same function,  
5
 so in 

Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all 

the others.  
6
 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a 

man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his  faith.  
7
 If it 

is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach;  
8
 if it is 

encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of 

others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern 

diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.  
9
 Love must be 

sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  
10

 Be devoted to one 

another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.  
11

 Never 

be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  
12

 Be 
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joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  
13

 Share with God's 

people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 

 

If you donôt know your gifts and ministry within the church, ask 

Godé.He can show you. It is simple, not complicated.  Do you see how 

doing things like giving encouragement and mercy and love are all gifts 

and even ministries within the Church. It is being who you are and doing 

what you love to do. If you know your calling, pursue it with all zeal and 

enthusiasm.  Our own church community here at Lahaska would not exist 

except for the individual ministries that you all have and act upon.  I am 

amazed at the gifts and special abilities that I see and know that what I 

see is only a small part of all of the ministries and talents within our 

community.  This, in part, is what inspires me to write this piece.  I want 

to recognize and thank all of you for what you do.  We should all take the 

time to recognize and thank each other for the things we do.  

 

Still I ask you to thinkéam I being all that I can be for God, for me and 

for others.  Is there a special calling that Iôve resisted?  Is there something 

that I would like to do but have been shy or even afraid to try?  I am 

reminded of the passages from Romans in Eugene Peterson's 

interpretation of the bible, "The Message"  that Roy has read from several 

times. 

Romans 1-2: Place Your Life Before God:  So here's what I want you to 

do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary lifeðyour sleeping, 

eating, going-to-work, and walking-around lifeðand place it before God 

as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you 

can do for him. Don't become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit 

into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be 

changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, 

and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always 

dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of 

you, develops well-formed maturity in you. 

If there is any single wish that I have for myself, for my family and for 

you, it is that you live each day to its full potential and life to its fullest. It 

is not a one time experience; each day presents a new opportunity to try 

and reach your full potential.  I am still figuring out how to reach this 

goal on a more consistent basis.  Good newséGod is there to help me; I 

donôt have to figure it out alone.  In addition, others are there to help me.  
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My wife (and now my kids), are all too glad to show me how I can do 

better. We need each other to help us achieve our full potentialé.to 

recognize our ministries and our gifts and act on them. Why should we 

careéwe need each other more than we may realize or admit.  

 

This, in part, is what separates out Christianity from being a religioné 

something that we just do on Sunday morning.  Christianity is not just 

another religion but a way of life. The Church is not just a building we 

visit on Sunday morning but a living body where we are all connected.  

Christianity should be our way of being with ourselves and with each 

other. As we realize this truth and live it we can live life to its fullest. We 

achieve this by realizing the full potential of our own ministry and gifts.  

 

**************************************************  
 

 Thoughts of Inspiration from the Editor 

 

The Coal Basket Bible 

The story is told of an old man who lived on a farm in the mountains of Kentucky 

with his young grandson. Each morning, Grandpa was up early sitting at the kitchen 

table reading from his worn out Bible.  His grandson, who wanted to be just like 

him tried to imitate him in any way that he could.  One day the grandson asked, 

“Papa, I try to read the Bible just like you, but I don’t understand it, and what I do 

understand I forget as soon as I close the book.  What good does reading the Bible 

do?”  The grandfather quietly turned from putting coal in the stove and said, “Take 

this coal basket down to the river and bring back a basket of water.”  The boy did 

as he was told, even though all the water leaked out before he could get back to 

the house.  The grandfather laughed and said, “You will have to move a little faster 

next time,” and sent him back to the river with the basket to try again.  This time 

the boy ran faster, but again the basket was empty before he returned home.  Out 

of breath he told his grandfather, that “it is impossible to carry water in a basket”, 

and went to get a bucket instead.  The old man said, “I don’t want a bucket of 

water, I want a basket of water.  You can do this.  You’re just not trying hard 

enough,” and he went out the door to watch the boy try again.  At this point the 

boy knew it was impossible, but he wanted to show the grandfather that even if he 

ran as fast as he could, the water would leak out before he got far at all.  The boy 

scooped the water and ran hard, but when he reached his grandfather, the basket 

was again empty.  Out of breath he said, “See, Papa, it’s useless!”  “So you think it’s 

useless?” the old man said.  “Look at the basket.”  The boy looked at the basket and 

for the first time he realized that the basket looked different.  Instead of a dirty old 

coal basket, it was clean.  “Son, that’s what happens when you read the Bible.  You 
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might not understand or remember everything, but when you read it, it will change 

you from the inside out.”  That is the work of God in our lives--to change us from 

the inside out and to slowly transform us into the image of His son.  Take the time 

to read a portion of God’s word each day, and remind a friend by sharing this 

story.   

Live Simply.  Love Generously.  Care Deeply.  Speak Kindly.  Leave the 

Rest to God. 

God has not called us to see through each other, but to see each other through.     

 

Profound Points to Ponder 
 
Church Signs: 
 
*  Ȱ$ÏÎȭÔ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÐɂ-ÏÓÅÓ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÃÅ Á ÂÁÓËÅÔ ÃÁÓÅȱ 
*  ȰTry JesusɂÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ ÈÉÍȟ ÔÈÅ $ÅÖÉÌ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÔÁËÅ ÙÏÕ ÂÁÃËȱ 
ɕ Ȱ4ÈÅ ×ÉÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÒÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÂÌÏ×ÉÎÇȟ ÂÕÔ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÉÌȱ 
ɕ Ȱ7ÁÌ-Mart is not the only saving placeɂÃÏÍÅ ÏÎ ÉÎȦȱ 
ɕ Ȱ(Å ×ÈÏ ËÎÅÅÌÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 'ÏÄ ÃÁÎ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÁÎÙÏÎÅȱ 
ɕ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÖÉÔÁÍÉÎ ÆÏÒ Á #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÉÓ "Σȱ 
ɕ Ȱ#ÏÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÉÓ ×ÈÅÎ 'ÏÄ ÃÈÏÏÓÅÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ ÁÎÏÎÙÍÏÕÓȱ 
ɕ Ȱ&ÅÅÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÕÂÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÔÁÒÖÅ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÔÈȱ 
ɕ Ȱ+ÅÅp your words sweetɂÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÅÁÔ ÔÈÅÍȱ     

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
          Sarah M. Brundage, Editor  

 

 

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT L.U.M.C. NEWSLETTER: 

SUNDAY, November 4 ,2007 
(To cover the months of December, January, & February) 

 

Please e-mail or submit in writing any items you would like printed to:  

Sarah M. Brundage  

2966 Antler Drive  

Doylestown, PA   18902 

saasha1@comcast.net   


