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“With Gﬂ/ all fﬁi;y.v are pam‘éé "

--Matthew 19:26

Thoughts from the Pastor’s Pen

I remember from my days in Sunday school, the statement, “The Gospel in a
Word is Love”. It took me a long time to understand this and to affirm that the
Good News is Love.

Remember your first experience of being in love with another person? What
a change it brought in my life. When you’re in love you want to be with the other
person as much as possible. You wait, you look, and you arrange your schedule
so that you can be with him/her. You experience this feeling of joy and
excitement when you think about the beloved and especially when you are with
this person. Your spirit soars. Every day is Valentine’s Day. You find that you
only have “eyes” for your beloved. You know intuitively that this person is “right”
for you. No one can persuade you differently. Remember, you were not
concerned with what things cost. The beloved person deserved the best that I
could give my beloved. When you’re with this person, time flies, conversations
are shared, and you feel the closeness with great joy. Then you tell everyone
that “you’re in love” with someone special with whom you want to spend the rest
of your life. Remember your first experience of “being in love” and it can grow
from there to a deeper more mature love. What abundance does this bring to
your life!

Remember your first experience of being in love with Jesus, God’s face of
Love on earth. Perhaps it was some Sunday at Church school, or a realization of
the importance of Jesus in your life. What a change it brought in your life.
When you’re in love, the world is different. I invite you to “fall in love with Jesus
again and be filled with the abundance, the joy, and wonder of the power that
God’s Spirit brings to your life.

Fastor Rog
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Worship Schedule & Events

Lenten Sunday Morning Bible Reflection:

Lent begins with an Ash Wednesday Holy Communion Service on
February 21. [ invite you to reflect with me on the Letter of Paul to the
Ephesians. Plan to read a chapter a week. Please read the chapter before
the Sunday morning service.

Ash Wednesday: Ephesians 1: 1-2. Sermon: “Grace & Peace”
March 4: Ephesians 1:3-22 Sermon: “Blessing through Adoption’
(Healing Service)
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March 11: Eph. 2 Sermon: “Saved by Grace”
March 18: Eph. 3 Sermon: “Christ in You”
**]11:15am: Discussion afterwards on
Eph. 5:21-6:9
**On March 18ttt you are invited to join Pastor Lewis after church from
11:15-12:15 for a discussion on Ephesians 5:21-6:9 (please read ahead of
time. Discussion questions and information will be distributed on Sunday
morning, March 11.) The discussion is open to all and will focus on The
Christian Family. Come and bring a friend!

March 25: Eph. 4-5:20 Sermon: “What Are Your Gifts?”
Holy Week: Eph. 5:21 and Chapter 6
Palm Sunday: A special Musical Service with a combination of

inspirational songs for the Lenten/Easter season will be
presented by the Choir.

Holy Thursday Communion: This service will be a candlelight
communion. Come and join us at 7:30pm.

Good Friday will be held at the Lahaska Church this year with Rev. Paul
Ritter from Carversville U.C.C. bringing the message. The service begins at
2:00pm.

Easter Sunday, a time to celebrate God’s love. Services will be held at 9:30
and 11:00am. Come bring a friend!
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March 11: The Men’s Lenten Breakfast will be held on Saturday, March 3
at the home of the Lewis’. We will begin with breakfast and
then share a program on “Fathering and God as Father”. You
don’t have to be a father to come. This is a good program for
grandfathers as well. The retreat will end by noon. Put the
date on your calendar and plan to attend!

March 24: Women’s Lenten Retreat will be held at the home of Pastor
Lewis. We will begin at 9:30am and end the program at
3:00pm. Bring a bag lunch. Put the date on your calendar and
plan to attend! More program details to be announced later.

May 5: Lahaska Church BAZAAR 9:00AM—4:00PM

May 12: Lahaska Church Trip to Sight & Sound for the production
“In the Beginning”. We will leave from the church at 8:45am.
On board refreshments will be served. Curtain time: 12 noon.
After the show we will stop for dinner, then arrive back to
Lahaska Church at 7:30pm. A wonderful and full day! If you
have not signed up, please do so. The DEADLINE is: April
8th (Easter Sunday). You are welcome to bring a friend. Talk
with Lillian Porter, because seating is limited.

May 13: Celebrate Mother’s Day with worship! God blesses us in
many ways and places us in families. Come celebrate the
family and especially Mother on this Sunday set aside annually
to honor mother.

May 30: “Daughters Night Out”: 6:30pm @ the Cock-n-Bull. This is
a special dinner for all women (and their women friends). Circle
the date on your calendar and sign up!

ALTAR FLOWERS

Remember, think about what Sunday would be a good Sunday for you to place FLOWERS
on the altar. Be sure to sign up on the Flower Calendar in the Narthex. Cost is $35.00,
payable to Lahaska United Methodist Church. Flowers are provided by Carousel Flowers in
Doylestown. Special envelopes are provided marked, “Flowers” for your payment. Our
Flower committee is chaired by Grace Bedine and Lillian Porter.

**Anyone signing up for flowers on a particular Sunday can take them home
after the Sunday service that day.
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Sunday School Information

**We look forward to seeing all of the children’s smiling faces every Sunday morning
for our classes! © Just a reminder, we ask that each child attending Sunday School to
donate $1.00 each week towards the cost of materials. Thank you so much!

Gran Sgymanck, Sunday School Director

United Methodist Women Information

The following dates are for meetings and events of the UMW. All women are welcome
and encouraged to attend. Upcoming meetings will be held in the church. Please bring a
bag lunch. Dessert and beverage will be provided. There will be no meeting in May due
to our craft fair/flea market on May 5™

March 12: The meeting will be held at the Church starting at 11:30am.

April 16 : This meeting is being held at the Church at 11:30am. (**Special note: this is
a different date, because of the 1°" Monday of the month being Easter Monday.)

May 30: "Daughters Night Out”. Plan ahead and mark your calendars. All ladies (and
female guests) are encouraged to enjoy the fun! It will be held at the Cock-n-Bull
Restaurant in Peddler’s Village at 6:30pm. Lillian Porter will be planning the
entertainment for this wonderful women's get-together.

June 11: This meeting will be held at the church at 11:30am.
The Book Club meeting date has not been set at this time—stay tuned to future church

bulletins for more information. The book selected is The Mermaid Chair by Sue Monk
Hidel.

*May 5: 9:00am-4:00pm  ANNUAL SPRING
BAZAAR & CRAFT FAIR*

April 29: Immediately following the Worship Service we will need help with "Bring
Down Day".

May 2: 9:00am--? Set Up Day

May 7: Take Down Day 6:00pm--?
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*Please keep these days (4/29,5/2,5/5, & 5/7) in mind to help out. We can use as
many volunteers as possiblell
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TRUSTEES & ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
INFORMATION

The Trustees of the United Lahaska Methodist Church oversee and are responsible for the
church property. They meet monthly and make decisions regarding our church home. Paul
Balderston is the President of the Trustees, and if you have any questions, concerns, or
affirmations please let him know. You are welcome to attend any of their meetings.

The Administrative Council is the governing body of our church. They oversee the
programs, finances, education, and committees of the church. Jim Murray is the Lay Leader
of the church and chairs the Administrative Council. His job is to manage the Church and
work with the Pastor in providing and fulfilling our mission. You are always welcome to
attend any of these meetings.

TRUSTEES & ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING DATES & TIMES:
TRUSTEES MEET AT 7:00pm; ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL AT 7:45pm on these
Wednesday evenings: March 7, April 11, May 2.

Acolyte Information

MARCH: 4: Gillian Murray 11: Alex Law, 18: Michael Szymanek, 25: Sienna Rankin-Wahler,

APRIL: 1: Callahan Murray, 8: Cate Law, 15: Jaden Wahler, 22: Tara Irvin,
29: Gillian Murray

MAY: 6: Alex Law, 13: Michael Szymanek, 20: Sienna Wahler, 27: Callahan Murray

**|f you are not able to be in church on your scheduled Sunday please contact Robin Heebner at
(215) 862-3143 or (267) 337-1528. Thank you to all who are scheduled for helping and
participating!

MORE CHURCH NEWS/INFORMATION

Introducing the NEW Lahaska United Methodist Church Website:

www.lahaskachurch.com
Please take a cyber visit to our newly created website for our church! On it you will
find all sorts of information for events and happenings of the church, pictures, and



http://www.lahaskachurch.com/
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the Pastor’s letter, plus a “cyber copy” of this newsletter (and back issues) will also
be posted! We have entered the technology age!

**Please send your e-mail addresses to Lee Irvin at lwil997 @comcast.net. Lee
will be managing our website. Any information that you would like to have posted
on the website, please e-mail to Lee.

Lahaska United Methodist Church: “Growing Families”
“Growing Families” is an informal group for families with newborns through elementary aged
children that meets once a month. If you would like to receive e-mal updates about the
group or would like more information, please contact Karen and Tom Hopkins at (215) 230-
9343 or e-mail them at hop-n-red1 @att.net for places and directions. The schedule of special
Growing Families events is as follows:

Monday, March 19: 5:15pm: Let’s Bounce Around in Doylestown (K-Mart Shopping
Center). $6.95 per child; does not include food or tokens. Go to
www.LetsBounceAround.com for more info.

Sunday, April 1: at LUMC:
Easter Egg Hunt & Luncheon, 11:00am (immediately after Church).
Please bring a covered dish to share.

Sunday, May 20: 11:30 am: Picnic at Ralph Stover State Park. Bring your own picnic
lunch for your family. Go to
www.dcnr.state.pa.us/stateparks/ralphstover.aspx for more info.

Host families are needed for the months of June and August. Host families are
asked to provide a snack and activity on or around the 3 Sunday of the
month. This can be at church, your home, or family-friendly venue. Please
contact Karen Hopkins hop-n-red1 @att.net to volunteer.

HELP NEEDED

A co-chair is needed to work with Nancy Lewis on the Craft room for the Spring and Fall
Bazaars. Help is needed in setting up, taking down, and last, but certainly not least, new craft
ideas (along with more crafters) are needed.

Storage space is needed also. Our church attic is much too hot in the warm months to store
precious craft items.

Many thanks go out to Lee Myers and Roy and Nancy Lewis for the wonderful Christmas
decorations. Volunteers are needed to form a committee to work with the Lewis’ however.
The decorating ideas have grown, and it’s a lot of work for three people. The committee
group would be needed to set up and take down the decorations.
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CHOIR NEWS

As always, we invite anyone who enjoys singing to join us on Tuesday
evenings at 7:30. Yes, a weekly commitment seems like a lot in the busy age that we
are living in, but the rewarding feeling you will receive by serving the Lord with
your voice is well worth it. We do have a good time together! ©

Due to our membership declining for various reasons, we will not be able to
present a formal Cantata for Easter, but we will present a “musical Palm Sunday”
similar to what we did at Christmas.

Very soon, | will be starting the Summer Music Schedule. If you, a friend, or
family member sing or play an instrument and would be willing to provide special
music, while the Choir enjoys a well-deserved break, please let me know.

Remember, Choir Practices are held every Tuesday night starting at 7:30pm
at the church. Please come out and join us—we have a wonderful time and it will
offer a powerful lift to your spirit!

Sincerely,
Ginnie Hall, Choir Director/Organist

Happy Birthdays to Celebrate!

March: 5: Virginia Hall; 9: Robert Law; 11: Jean McGlynn; 15: Wesley Bolitho;
19: Alexanda Law; 24: Elizabeth Emma; 28: Kyle Schwander; 31: Elinor
Lawrence

April: 7: Dan Cochran; 14: Brian Getz; 22: Joseph Phillips; 28: Courtney Dilks

May: 2: Paul Farthing; 4: Jim Milloy; 8: Walter Michitsch; 12: Larry McGlynn;

13: Frank Michitsch Sr.; 21: Charlotte Weiss, Lovett Geddes, Doris
Lawrence; 24: Sophia Cochran; 27: Ricky Schimpf; 28: Glenn Masters;
29: Frank Bolitho
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FOR SALE

If anyone is interested in purchasing the small Sunday school chairs located in
the upstairs Sunday school room, please contact Sue Stotz.



March, 2007: Covering the months of March, April, and May

Lahaska Herald Laugh Lines

Finding Jesus
An old drunk stumbles across a baptismal service on Sunday afternoon down by the river.
He proceeds to walk into the water and stand next to the preacher. The minister notices the old

drunk and says, Mister, are you ready to find J
Preacher, Il sure am"?® The mini st elshindbackkps t he f e
" Have you found Jesus? The preacher asks. " Nooo
dunks him back under the water for quite a bit I
you found Jesus?°® " Nobdbo, Thehaveaober, RemedeBgus
for at | east 30 seconds this time, brings him ou
man, have you f ©heoldldrudkevipesdh i vetey'es and says to the
surethis i s where he fell i n?°
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A View from a Pew
By Jim Murray

Lately, I have been thinking about three topics. How does one change? How does one
change to become a better disciple for Christ? How do we change as community to
build towards the goal of being better disciples of Christ?

What changes do | need to make in my life, in my family and in our faith community.
| want to live a better life and be a better person for my immediate and extended
family. I want to do the same for others that | meet and can help in some way. | am
sure that we all have things that we want to change about ourselves.

Change is hard! I am what | am tupday for s
how | was raised by my parents, what | was taught and what | have experienced or

learned on my own. As a result, I have formed my own belief system for how | view

life. I am what | am, in part, because of what | believe. | will be tomorrow where my

believing takes me. No one rises beyond their believing and no one can believe

beyond what we are taught or we experience. Contrary to what | may say or act, |

know that | don't always think or do the right or best thing. It starts with what | think

about and feed my mind. God taught us this in His word over 3000 years ago.

KV Proverbs 4:23Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues
of life.

This verse is not speaking of the literal heart. fi ldartd i s a Fi gure of Spee:
t he fisadte @er s on alfweholdimagés, mental thought patternsn d .
|l ong enough then the become part of our he
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and how we act on what we thinkeésometi mes
patternthat wedonteven t hi nkéwe just act. This can b
kindness, |l ooking to help €éor it can be ba
things because we are hurteéewe fail to see
work continually on what we hold in our heart so that what comes out of it is the way

we want to be, speak and act.

What about being a better disciple for Christ? What we hold in our heart about Jesus
Christ is at the core of Christianity.

“VRomans 10:910, 17That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord

Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead,

thou shalt be saved. *° For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness;

and with the mouth confession is made u

To be a disciple means to be a "disciplined one.” Is Christ truly my Lord to the point

that he is foremost on my mind? Do | make his thoughts my thoughts? Do | try to be

the way he was? The answer is "sometimes but not enough"¢ 1 have a | ot of r
improvement. The need to grow and change becomes even clearer when I think about

the two commandments that Christ taught.

Matthew 22:37-39 *" Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. * This is the
first and great commandment. 3 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself.

These two simple commandments are simple to understand but hard to do. I trust that
the more | think about loving others that it will become buried in my heart and be as
natural as breathing.

What about building our community and helping others to be better disciples for
Christ? It is clear that building a strong community of faith was a cornerstone of
Wesley's vision for the Methodist movement.

This is the religion we long to see established in the world, a religion of love
and joy and peace, having its seat in the heart, in the inmost soul, but ever
showing itself by its fruits, continually springing forth, not only in all
innocence... but likewise in every kind of beneficence, in spreading virtue and
happiness all around it.!

When John Wesley articulated this as a vision of the emerging Methodist movement,
there was no indication that he considered it an unreachable-goal. We still seek to
achieve it today. This outcome is what United Methodists are seeking to achieve by
defining their mission and focus for this year as "making disciples of Jesus Christ"

! Earnest Appeal to Men of Reason and Religion,84, Wdrks. 1
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and emphasizing the role of local congregations in this process. Roy and | have
attended one seminar on this initiative and will be bringing back what we learn to
share with the congregation.

As we join in building community and making ourselves better disciples for Christ
and helping others to do so it will require change. We will need to change as
individuals and as a community. Do | know what to do and how to do it? No, but |
look forward to figuring it out together and for all of us to make it happen. | welcome
your thoughts on what we should do and how we might do it.

Jim
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Thoughts of Inspiration from the Editor

Only a Moment
It only takes a moment to give a word of cheer, to warm the heart of someone
whose skies are dark and drear. It only takes a moment to clasp another’s hand,
tell him/her that you would like to help, you care and understand. It only takes a
moment, and yet in a hurried pace, we oft neglect small kindnesses, a frown upon
our face. Perhaps we have forgotten when in our hour of need, how much it
meant when others gave a kindly word or deed. It only takes a moment to breathe
a little prayer, asking God to bless His children in places everywhere. These
precious little moments send winging far and near, like homing pigeons that will
return to bring our own heart cheer.

Profound Points to Ponder
)y AT 160 ETTx xEU OI 1 A wiakdifferénde ddek ifnhakzAvhidh Br@ @ol E A O
stay home from?
We were called to be witnesses, not lawyers or judges.

Be ye fishers of men. Youcatchthem( A61 1 Al AAT OEAI 8
Coincidence is when God chooses to remain anonymous.
$11760 pOO A NOAOOEI1T 1 AOE xEAOA "1 A

Forbidden fruits create many jams.

$117T60 xAEO &£ O OE@ 0601 ¢ 1 AT O OAE

T A AT AOGT 60 AAI1T OEA NOAI EZEAAR (A N

God graces on the cross, not the curve. i

"TA 17T 0A0 AGAOUTT AR AOO POI AAAT U POAZEAOO O,
Sincerely,
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Sarah M. Brundage, Editor ©

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT L.U.M.C. NEWSLETTER:
SUNDAY, May13 ,2007

Please email or submit in writing any items you would like printed to:
Sarah M. Brundage
2966 Antler Drive
Doylestown, PA 18902
saashal@comcast.net
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